RETIRED EMPLOYEES OF KERN COUNTY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING

June 12, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 10:04 a.m. by President Jeanne Berkshire.
ROLL CALL:  Bill Barnhart, Mary Lou Bennett, Jeanne Berkshire, Kathy Ponec-Ervin, Ginger Mello, Georgia Morgan, Greg Salas, Earlene Smith and Walter Stewart

OTHERS PRESENT:  Opal Hargis, Belva Jared and Josiah Vencel

MOTION by Earlene Smith to approve the May minutes as read, seconded by Kathy Ponec-Ervin and CARRIED.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

CALIFORNIA RETIRED COUNTY EMPLOYEES ASSOCIATION (CRCEA) – Dave Merritt was not in attendance.  Secretary Ginger Mello reported that the next meeting of the Commission that Governor Schwarznegger appointed to look into how the healthcare for retirees can be paid will be in Burlingame in July.

HOST/HOSTESS PROGRAM – Mary Lou Bennett reported that for the month of May there were 35 volunteers who worked 105 hours and assisted 1,013 visitors to the County Administration Building.  Since the opening of the County Administration Building in 1992 through May 2007 the volunteers assisted 248,923 visitors.  

MONTHLY PROGRAM – 1st Vice President Earlene Smith announced that Joe Drew will not be speaking to our membership today but Barry Zoeller will be here in his place.  Earlene also stated that she had seen in the Sunday paper the announcement for our meeting today. 

NEWSLETTER – Mary Lou Bennett reported that she has the TREND ready for publication with the exception of John DeMario’s article and the nurse’s article. 
KERN COUNTY EMPLOYEES RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION (KCERA) - Josiah Vencel thanked the Board for getting the brochures to him to make up the packets for the two retirement seminars this month.  Josiah stated that at this time KCERA has only one service rep working with those members who are retiring.  At the time the service rep is working with the potential retiree they share general information such as social events and advocacy about REOKC.  The retirement seminars are set for June 14, 2007 with 125 people signed up to attend and on June 21, 2007 with 50 people signed up to attend.
TREASURER – Mary Lou Bennett gave the Treasurer’s Report for May 2007.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to approve the Treasurer’s Report, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  MOTION by Walter Stewart to approve the Claims Report, seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.  Mary Lou reported that she had contacted Dave Merritt to see if he would be willing to do an internal audit of the books with the help of another member of the organization.  Dave stated that he would try to recruit Alan Annis to help him.

COMMUNICATIONS – In the mail at the Post Office Box, we received 7 County newsletters, 1 Bakersfield Rescue Mission letter, 1 brochure from Hewlett Packard, 1 brochure from Kern Federal Credit Union, our liability insurance policy from Walter Mortensen and a proof of insurance for the Parks Department, 3 Kern Federal Credit Union Statements, 1 advertisement from Vons and 1 Bakersfield Homeless Center letter.
OLD BUSINESS:

COORDINATED COUNTY EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATIONS OF KERN (CCEOK) – Secretary Ginger Mello reported that a meeting was held on May 23rd and it was very good.  The one thing that really seems to be the same all the way around is that the active employees are fighting for the county to continue to pay their retirement and the retirees are fighting for the county to continue to pay for some of their health benefits.

WEB PAGE – No Report

PAC UPDATE – No Report

2008 CRCEA CONFERENCE – Conference Chair Ginger Mello stated that the committee felt that since we were progressing ahead of the schedule that San Bernardino had and since San Bernardino had a good conference it would not be necessary for us to meet in June.  The next meeting is July 17th at 10:00 a.m. at Doubletree Hotel Coffee Shop.  The committee has a theme and is looking for speakers.  Each person on the committee has a particular job to do and we still need to find someone to be in charge of the door prizes.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated there is a member that she is going to ask today if she would be willing to help in this capacity.

FAIR CONTRACT – MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin for President Jeanne Berkshire to sign the contract and return to the Fair, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.  Jeanne also stated that she will need a proof of insurance from Mortensen’s for the Fair.

SOUND SYSTEM – Bill Barnhart brought in a proposal for the sound system with upgraded microphones.  MOTION by Walter Stewart to purchase the sound system that was demonstrated at our May meeting plus the upgrades, seconded by Georgia Morgan and CARRIED.
NORRIS ROAD VETERANS’ HALL UPDATE – Secretary Ginger Mello reported that she had contacted Sarah at the Parks Department and Sarah checked the computer to see who is meeting in the Hall this year and stated that it looks good for our being able to use it next year.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to change the meeting place starting January 2008 from Southwest Veterans’ Building to Norris Road Veterans’ Building and to give approval for Secretary Ginger Mello to sign the contract, seconded by Bill Barnhart and CARRIED.

At this time Sheila Roth came in wishing to speak to the Board regarding the donation that our speaker from the May meeting, Sam Young, refused to accept.  Sheila was suggesting that we donate the money to the Museum of  Tolerance.  When President Jeanne Berkshire tried to give the check to Mr. Young and he refused it, Sheila suggested at that time to donate it and Mr. Young said NO.  President Jeanne Berkshire told Sheila that the Board would discuss the matter and tell Sheila what the Board decided to do.  MOTION by Kathy Ponec-Ervin to respect Mr. Young’s wishes and not send a donation, seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.
NEW BUSINESS:  
BROCHURES – The Board members were very pleased with the brochures.  They commented that they like the color and the pictures of our members.  Secretary Ginger Mello shared a copy of the prior two brochures.  

JULY PICNIC – The July Picnic is free but you need tickets unless you are on the list of payroll deductions.  The picnic is held at the Norris Road Veterans’ Hall.  The program will be Harley’s Country Band.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated that the Board members need to be there by 11 a.m.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  A nominating committee will be formed at our August meeting to look for replacements for at least a 2nd Vice President and possibly 3 directors.  
Greg Salas gave a report on See’s Candy.  Greg stated that we have to purchase in groups of 50 certificates at $10.75 each.  See’s suggests that we sell the certificates for $14.75.  Bill Barnhart stated that you can buy 2 certificates for $22.00 at Costco.  President Jeanne Berkshire stated that we will have to make a final decision on how much we would want to sell the certificates for at our July 17th CRCEA Conference Meeting.

Josiah Vencel, KCERA stated that the terms for John DeMario and Norman Briggs will expire on December 31, 2007.  This is something that we will need to discuss at our August meeting.

MOTION by Georgia Morgan to adjourn the meeting at 11:15 a.m., seconded by Greg Salas and CARRIED.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Ginger Mello, Secretary   
